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The Frontier Flimsy  is published four times 

annually by the Niagara Frontier Region of 

the National Model Railroad Association, Inc. 

and is distributed openly on the web at 

www.nfr-nmra.org. NFR members who 

require a physical copy may request this 

service, the current annual rate for a black and 

white printed version delivered by standard 

mail is $12.00.  All rates are assessed in the 

currency of your residence. Send fees as 

cheque or money order, to the NFR Registrar. 

 

Material for publication is welcome. Send 

articles, coming events, notices, etc. to the 

editor. Materials including photographs may 

be submitted by e-mail. Materials will be 

credited at the time of publication and will be 

returned if requested. Articles appearing in the 

Frontier Flimsy may be reprinted in other non-

profit publications providing that credit is 

given to the author and the Flimsy. 

 

Advertising is accepted in the flimsy; please 

see the region web site for information and 

rates. 

 

Opinions expressed in the Frontier Flimsy are 

those of the writer and do not necessarily 

reflect those of the NMRA, the Region, its 

officers, or other contributors to the Frontier 

Flimsy. 

 

Special thanks to Diane Dodds for 

proofreading and nitpicking.  

 

Email notification, printing and postal 

distribution is coordinated by Richard 

Sparrow.  
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Niagara Frontier Region Executive Reports 
 

President 

Richard Hatton 
 

Hello out there in model railroad land. I am writing 

this just after the NFR Convention the Grapevine 

Express. Saw some awesome looking layouts, some 

great clinics as well as met lots of old friends and 

made some new ones too. The most entered 

category in the contest room was diorama in a box. 

What a display of modeling and interpretations. So 

much fun. 

 

Keep your eye on the Flimsy and the NFR home 

page for next yearôs convention Mortimerôs  

Junction. This is being held in Rochester N.Y. We 

had an overview at the convention and there is some 

pretty awesome things going on. Book your time 

now and see you in Rochester 

 

AGM 

This yearôs AGM was the best attended in a long 

time, many things were discussed and will be 

presented to the new NFR executive in July so we 

can take action on the many requests. Some stuff 

will take place right away like providing the 

divisions with monthly reports including new 

members and past due. 

 

I appreciate all the input but it is what I asked for 

and glad to see. The more the executive hear from 

the members the better we can react, no matter how 

frustrating it can get. 

 

Also starting July 1, NMRA Canadaôs Office will 

send the names and information all new members 

that join NMRA and are members of the NFR to the 

NFR Secretary for him to contact the division of the 

new member. This way we will be in touch with the 

new member in a timelier manner. We have a 

welcome package and more for him to download. 

So good things happening here. 

 

We are still in dire need of 3 positions to be filled; 

 

1st and most important is Advertising Chair Person. 

This position will be the contact of anyone wishing 

to advertize in the Flimsy and NFR Website. Their 

responsibility would be to collect the payments and 

advertizing material  from the customer then ensure 

this information is given to the webmaster and 

Flimsy editor as well as getting the payments to the 

treasurer. A few emails to hobby shops as well 

would be part of it.  We need this revenue to replace 

what we lost when we made the Flimsy free to any 

and all who want it. 

 

Convention Coordinator 

This position is becoming more important by the 

day. With the NFR convention rotating through the 

divisions there is no more hunting down of 

organizations willing to put on our conventions. We 

now have control and now have a new way of 

adding revenues to the host division. We need 

someone willing to make sure things are on track 

and help guide the convention committees and bring 

any problems to the attention of the NFR executive. 

One quick Skype call and we are good to go. 

 

Historian 

Again we need someone to look after the historical 

data of the NFR.  

 

Anyone interested in filling any of these positions.  

Please contact me at   moose_caboose@bell.net. 

Come join us and help make the NFR a better place 

for its members. Remember we are all in this 

together. Many hands make light work, join the 

NFR family. 
 

American Vice President 

Open 

 

Canadian Vice President 

Clark Kooning  

 

Incoming Canadian Vice President 

Tim Warris  

 

Hello, and thank you for welcoming me to the 

position of VP of the NFR! To those of you who 
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have not yet met me, I am Tim Warris, currently of 

Port Dover, Ontario. You may be familiar with my 

layouts, The Port Kelsey Ry or my current CNJ 

Bronx Terminal project, both of which have online 

presences at http://www.port-kelsey.com/ and 

http://www.bronx-terminal.com/, respectively. I 

opened my Port Kelsey Ry as part of the 

Doubleheaders Layout Tour in the Kitchener-

Waterloo area. During that time, I made many good 

friends in the region and the industry. In 2003, I 

founded Fast Tracks, a small manufacturer of track 

building tools. This is a company that I continue to 

operate full-time, along with 5 employees. 

 

Fast Tracks simply would not exist today without 

the NMRA. Access to NMRA standards and RPs 

were used extensively when designing the track 

products we continue to offer. The tireless work 

produced decades earlier by NMRA volunteers 

guaranteed that track built today work with any 

NMRA-compliant equipment. I bring this up not to 

plug my products, but as a reminder of the value of 

the NMRA. As our hobby evolves, which it is doing 

at breakneck speed thanks to explosive 

technological advances, we need the NMRA now 

more than ever to ensure compatibility between 

products and scales. I can't stress this enough and I 

raise this issue to anyone willing to listenð

especially when I hear "What has the NMRA done 

for me lately?" Without the governing body of the 

NMRA to provide direction and consistency for 

manufacturers, the industry standards would soon 

divide. To that end, I am more than willing to step 

up to the NMRA when asked to do so. 

 

I'm looking forward to serving as VP and working 

with and for the membership. I have much to learn, 

but Iôm willing to take on the work and give back to 

the association that has contributed so much to me 

over the years. 

 

Secretary 

John Licharson

 

Niagara Frontier Region Division Reports 
 

Allegheny Highlands Division  

Inactive 

 

Central Ontario Division 

Superintendent Richard Hatton 

 

Hi guys sorry I did not get around to setting up a 

meeting for us to sit and model etc. I will be picking 

a date in September. For our first get together, since 

no one offered up a place the event will be back in 

Barrie. Remember this is just a group of modellers 

getting together working on their latest project. This 

way we can seek advice, share some info and most 

of all have some fun. Keep your eye on your email 

for the date. The group size will be limited to the 

space so it will be on a first come basis. 

 

Enjoy your summer, have fun with family and we 

will see everyone real soon.  

 

Letôs not forget the Bracebridge Train Show in 

August. 

 

International Division  

Superintendent Richard Sparrow 

 

Most of our time over the last several months has 

been spent on planning the Grapevine Express 

Convention. See the Convention report in this 

Flimsy. 

 

We did manage to fit in our regular Spring Meet at 

the Cornerstone Community Church in Mississauga 

on March 22 and had 37 people in attendance.  

Thank you to Clark Kooning and his Free-Mo group 

for setting up the clinics and open layouts for us.  

 

Great clinics were put on by: 

 

¶ Paul Taylor ï Introduction to Free-Mo 

¶ Stephen Bourdon ï Introduction to 

Operations 

¶ Clark Kooning ï Building Layouts with 

Light Weight Materials 

¶ Greg Shinnie ï Building Dioramas.  
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After the clinics we showed a short Power Point 

presentation promoting the Grapevine Express. 

 

During breaks between the clinics, attendees were 

encouraged to vote on the Popular Choice model 

contest entries, and the winners were announced 

prior to lunch, as follows: 

 

1
st
 Place Steve Juranics from Cambridge for 

his industrial diorama of the Fine 

Furniture Factory. 

2
nd

 Place Mike Pebesma from Mississauga for 

his weathered FP59H GO Engine 

3
rd
 Place Barry Kelly from Hamilton for his 

Kibri Kit Factory Building 

 

Thanks to all who brought models both for the 

contest and for the display table.  

 

After lunch, attendees were able to visit the 

following layouts: 

 

¶ Credit Valley Railway Co. HO 

demonstration layout.  

¶ Walter Reidôs On30 layout depicting the 

Dolly Vardon mining railway as it was in 

the 1920ôs in Alice Arm, British Columbia.  

¶ John Dunningôs HO freelance Knucklehead 

Way featuring two mainlines with several 

crossovers, a campground, a construction 

zone, an industrial area as well as a town 

and village.  

 

The next order of business for the ID is our Fall 

Meet which will be held on Saturday, October 18
th
 

at the Legion, 280 King St. W., in Dundas, ON. 

Registration will start at 9:00 am with the program 

beginning at 9:30. Watch for announcements on the 

clinics and the rest of the program in the near 

future.  

 

This meeting will include ID Executive elections, 

and all officer positions are open, including 

Superintendent, Paymaster (Treasurer), and Clerk 

(Secretary). All ID members are invited to submit 

nominations now to Chuck Faist at cfaist@bell.net, 

and you can of course nominate yourself. If you feel 

that you would like to get more from your NMRA 

membership, getting involved in the Division is a 

great way to do it. You will also gain points towards 

AP Official and/or Volunteer certificates. We would 

love to hear from you. 

 

We welcome any questions, comments or 

suggestions that you may have for the ID.  E-mail 

links are on our website attached to the NFR 

website, and my phone number is on the masthead 

of this newsletter.  Play Safe. 

 

Lakeshores Division 

Superintendent Raymond Howard 

 

Ontario Northland Division  

Superintendent Trevor Ross 

 

St. Lawrence Division  

Superintendent Ron Newby 

 

Well, itôs hard to believe that this will be my last 

Superintendent Report.  My second term as your 

Superintendent is coming to an end, where has the 4 

years gone?  That being said itôs time for someone 

else to lead us as after four years, Iôm running out of 

ideas. 

 

While I will no longer be on the executive I will 

still be active as Iôve taken on the task of being the 

2016 Convention Chair.  I have already started 

recruiting members for the committee and will 

continue to do so till I put together a great team to 

insure that the convention will be a success.  

Planning has already started as I have been looking 

into possible venues, getting preliminary pricing 

etc.  More on this in the future as we get closer to 

the date.  

 

I have just gotten back from the Grapevine Express 

and I had a great time as did everyone I have talked 
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to.  Hats off to the organizers who put on a great 

show. 

 

Before I forget I really need to thank Peter Gray, 

Peter Nesbitt, Deb and John Stewart, Gary 

Baillargeon, Andreas Mank and Grant Knowles 

who have made my job real easy the last two years. 

 

I hope everyone has a great summer with lots of 

train activities planned.  I hope to do some more 

railfanning while Iôm up north in the North Bay 

area. So for the last time may your train stay on the 

tracks and you never run out of rails. 

 

Southern Tier Division  

Superintendent Robert Hamilton  

 

Western Ontario Division 

Superintendent John Moseley 

 

Niagara Frontier Region Officer Reports 
 

Achievement Program Chairman 

Peter Nesbitt 

 

Iôm pleased to report that since the 2013 NFR 

convention the following Achievement Program 

certificates have been approved.  

 

James Whatley Author 

   Dispatcher 

   Volunteer 

 

Richard Sparrow Volunteer 

   Author 

 

Harvey McIntyre Volunteer 

   Official 

 

Ron Newby  Official 

   Author 

 

At the Grapevine Express convention in Niagara on 

the Lake there were 17 models entered in the judged 

model contest and 9 of these earned Merit Awards. 

 

Structures: 

James Whatley ï CNR Interlocking Tower  

Patrick Rivard ï Square Water Tank 

Patrick Rivard ï Round Water Tank 

Richard Sparrow ï Trestle / bridge 

 

 

 

Cars: 

Barry Kelly ï TH&B Caboose 

Ed Haydon ï D&RGW Box Car 

James Whatley ï CASO Covered Hopper 

Gary Shurgold ï CNR Caboose 78235 

 

Motive Power: 

Efram Ellenbogen ï CN 6024 

 

My congratulations to everyone receiving an award 

and to the builders of all the other excellent models 

that were in the contest. It is always a pleasure to 

look closely at so many excellent models. I was also 

pleased with the many great models in both the 

regular appearance contest as well as the shoe box 

contest. It was difficult to make selections.  

 

Peter Gray put together a great team of judges and 

they successfully accomplished the difficult task of 

judging the 17 models. Like so many of the other 

volunteers at the convention they give up 

convention ñfunò time to take on this task. Their 

efforts are sincerely appreciated. 

 

While it will be written up elsewhere, being that 

photography is one of my other passions, I was very 

happy to see the large number of photographs in the 

contest. With Chris running the contest again next 

year, Iôm sure weôll see many more excellent 

entries. 
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Grapevine Express 

Merit award models  

 
James A. Whatley ï CNR Interlocking Tower 

ñWest Endò  
Photo: Peter Gray 

 
Patrick Rivard ï Square Water Tank 

Photo: Stanley Conley 

 

Patrick Rivard ï Round Water tank 
Photo Stanley Conley 

 

Richard Sparrow ï Open Deck Girder Bridge, 

TH&B Waterford óYô  
Photo : Stanley Conley 
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Gary Shurgold ï CN 

caboose 
Photo: Peter Gray  

 

James Whatley ï CASO 

Covered Hopper  
Photo: Stanley Conley 

Barry Kelly ïScratchbuilt 

TH&B Caboose  
Photo: Stanley Conley 

 

Ed Haydon ï D&RGW 

3000 Class Box Car 

#3093 
Photo: Peter Gray 


